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PlIEEACE. 


To  some  it  may  appear  as  rather  ''late  in  the  day"  to  bring 
before  the  public  a  printed  copy  of  discourses  delivered  at  an 
Ordination  that  occured  nearly  six  years  ago  ;  while  to  others  it 
will  seem  as  the  most  appropriate  time  to  freshen  and  deeptm  the 
original  impressions  of  that  occasion,  especially  as  the  i^astoral 
relation,  then  so  happily  entered  into,  is  about  to  be  dissolved, 
and  the  results  thereof  sealed  up  to  the  judgment. 

Jf  the  Ordination  Prayer  by  a  venerated  father  in  the  Ministry, 
and  tlie  impressive  charge  to  the  People,  th  '  manuscript  of  which 
it  has  been  inconvenient  to  obtain,  coisld  only  be  published  in 
connection  with  the  other  exercises,  the  document  would  be 
more  complete  and  satisfactory.  But  we  know  that  what  has 
been  here  gathered  together  will  be  very  gratifying  to  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  and  will  help  to  perpetuate  in  the  memory 
those  truths  and  facts  which  ouorht  never  to  be  foro^otten. 

Those  who  took  prominent  parts  in  the  services  of  that  mem- 
orable day  have  been  widely  separated  since.  One  is  now  lo- 
cated in  the  far  West,  another  in  the  far  South,  one  has  travelled 
extensively  in  the  old  world,  and  another,  who  took  the  place  of 
one  that  died  a  few  days  prior  to  the  ordination,  has  since  enter- 
ed th  ::t  'mysterious  bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns.'*  The 
gifted  authoress  of  a  beautiful  hymn  then  sung  has  also  gone  the 
way  of  all  the  earth,  preceded  and  followed  by  not  less  than  five 
deacons  of  this  church  who  rejoiced  in  the  settlement  of  the 
present  minister. 

And  we  are  all  "passing  away — passing  away."  God  grant 
it  may  be  to  "a  better  country,  even  an  heavenly." 


To  the  large  number  of  warm-hearted  brothers  and  sisters  with 
whom  Providence  has  of  late  been  favoring  the  minister  of  the 
gospel  in  Stoneham,  and  who  have  so  nobly  and  generously  ral- 
lied around  him  in  times  of  adv^'rsity  as  well  as  of  prosperity, 
this  instructive  pamphlet  is  affectionately  dedicated,  by  one  who 
has  been  their  willing  servant  for  a  few  years  past,  and  who  will 
be  their  sympathising  friend  till  death. 

w.  c.  w. 

August,   1855. 


SERMON: 


UY 


HEVERENB   J.  L.  SEYMOUR. 


We  meet  to  escort  a  christian  sentinel  to  his  post.  The 
occasion  affords  opportunity  lo  walk  round  about  Zion.  to  con- 
sider her  palaces,  to  mark  well  her  bulwarks,  and  to  ponder  on 
the  character,  the  safety  and  the  glory  of  those  who^  make  her 
their  refuge, — the  felicity  and  the  happiness  of  those  who  have 
their  dwelhngs  within  her  enclosures.  She  is  unlike  other  cities, 
— her  inhabitants  are  unlike  other  men, — her  resources  are  un- 
like anything  earthly.  She  was  not  built  with  hands.  Mer 
foundation  is  a  spiritual  living  stone,  more  rad  ant  than  the  light 
and  lasting  than  the  diamond.  Her  bulwarks,  towers  and  pala- 
ces are  life  itself.  Crushed  to  earth  they  will  rise  again,  for 
eternal  life  is  theirs.  Her  inhabitants  are  not  born  like  other 
men.  They  cannot  die.  Their  existence  is  immutable,  their 
life  eternal.  They  live  not  on  meats  and  drinks.  Their  resour- 
ces rise  from  a  creating  power  in  the  breast  of  each.  The  spirit 
of  the  living  God  dwelling  in  them  creates  their  supplies.  They 
live  on  hidden  manna.  Their  wealth  is  not  like  the  wealth  of 
other  men.  Coffers  cannot  contain  it ;  bolts  cannot  confine  it. 
Houses  and  lands,  flocks  and  herds  are  not  its  substance.  It  is 
treasured  in  the  infinite  mind  and  the  very  life  of  God  is  its  sub- 
stance. God  is  their  portion  for  evermore.  The  objects  for 
which  they  live  are  not  the  same  as  other  men.  They  live  not 
for  themselves  but  for  others.     They  are  faithful  to  their  friends 


and   yot   Ijcslow    their  choicest  gifts   upon   iheir  bitterest   foes. 
Their  gate  is  the  gate  of  eternal  Hfe.     Entering  it,  the  end  of 
existence  is  obtained,  and  they  have  no  longer  any  pov/er  to  live 
for  themselves,  but,  like  the  waters  of  a  fountain,  their  life  flow? 
out  that  the  dying   mny   drink   and   live.     They  are  a   peculiar 
people.     They  seem  to  live  in  the  flesh  and  die  like  other  men, 
but  their  life  is  hid  with  Christ  their  king,  in  God  their  father. 
Their  history  is  peculiar.     In  the  midst  of  perpetual  peace  they 
are  perpetually  at  war  ; — perpetual  bondmen,  their  freedom  is  en- 
tire and  perfect.     Their  warfare  is  spiritual.     The  burning  earth 
and  dissolving  heavens  are  less  terror  to  them  than  the  faintest 
vapor  to  the  earthly  warrior.     God  is  their  refuge.     In  his  mind 
their  history  is  written.     Ages  could   not  utter  it  now,  but  at  his 
pleasure  it  will  be  opened  and  read  by  all,  with  the  rapidity  with 
which  God's  own   mind  can  throw   back  the  history  of  mortals. 
The  complete  history,  every  thought,  word  and  motion  of  every 
individual  is  delineated  there  in  characters  that  the   way  farcing 
man,  though  a  fool,  will  read  at  a  glance.      Know  ye,   that  for 
every  idle  word  you  shall  give  account  thereof  in    the  day  of 
judgment.     You  will  read  then  as  you  cannot  now.     In  a  light- 
ning's flash  you  may  peruse  the  history  of  a  world.     An  epitome 
of  Zion's  history  may  here  be  uttered  in  a  breath.     She  was  ta- 
ken from  the  womb  of  a  world  dead  in  sin  and  adopted  by  God 
as  the  heir  of  life  and  wealth  eternal.     In  scanning  her  virtues 
here,  you  will  find  them  innumerable.     She  bears  a  strict  re- 
semblance to  nothing  in  heaven  or  earth,    though  a  figurative 
resemblance  to  everything  desired  by  men.     To  the  child  she  is 
a  nursing  mother — to  youth  a  bride  adorned  with  her  jewels — to 
age,  the  daughter  of  Zion  is  a  solace — to  the  hungry,  a  storehouse 
of  bread — to  the  thirsty,  a  fountain  of  water — to  the  weary  a 
mansion  of  rest — to  those  in  danger,  a  tower  whose  height  is  in- 
surmountable and  walls  impenetrable — to  those  loving  retirement, 
she  is  a  cottage  in  a  garden  of  spices — to  the  lover  of  inlercoursCj 
a  city  whose  social  advantages  are  infinite,  whose  architectural 
beauties  surpass  conception,  into  whose  port  all  the  earth  and 
^ven  heaven  sends  her  commerce.     In  considering  her  strength 


I  shall  present  her  under  the  figure  of  an  edifice  rising  from  a' 
rock,  directing  your  attention  to  the  rock  as  the  enabodiment  of 
our  strength.     My  text  you  will  find  in 

Matthew,  XVI  Chapter,   18th  Verse  : 
'^  And    upon    this    rock    will   I  build   my    Church^ 

Our  Savior  spake  these  words  to  Peter.  Who  or  what  did  he 
mean  by  "this  rock  ?"  Rome  and  her  millions  tell  us  he  meant 
Peter,  and  hence  take  suthority  from  the  Pope  as  his  successor  ; 
but  we  reject  their  opinion. 

Did  lie  mean  the  whole  band  of  Apostles,  whom  Paul  accord- 
ingly represents,  in  Eph.  2  :  20,  as  joined  together  in  the  foun- 
dation of  the  houst:hold  of  God,  w^ith  Christ  for  the  chief  corner 
stone.      We  think  not. 

Did  he  mean  himself  1  Many  answer  yes,  and  suppose  that 
he  accompanied  the  expression  with  a  gesture  pointing  to  himself. 
Observe  that  he  was  the  founder,  the  figurative  foundaiion  of  the 
church — that  Prophets  and  Apostles  call  him  a  rock,  a  tried  stone, 
chief  corner  stone,  sure  foundation  stone,  &:c.  Acknowledging 
the  force  and  beauty  of  these  figures  in  their  place,  we  reject 
their  application  here.  If  then  he  means  neither  himself  nor  the 
Apostles,  nor  Peter,  what  does  he  mean.  He  means  Peter,  but 
not  in  a  sense  that  gives  him  the  least  authority  or  responsibility 
above  his  fellows.  God  had  given  him  knowledge  that  made 
him  as  a  rock,  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  could  not  prevail : 
but  every  true  child  of  God  has  the  same  knowledge  and  is  alike 
immutable.  It  is  an  experimental  knowledge,  a  knowledge  in. 
the  heart,  a  living  consciousness  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  the  son 
of  the  living  God,  a  knowledge  brought  into  the  soul  by  the  en- 
trance of  the  spirit  of  God,  a  knowledge  above  reason  ;  to  the  Jew 
trusting  in  his  works,  ''a  stumbling  block;"  to  the  Greek  trusting 
in  his  philosophy,  "foolishness;"  but  to  the  soul  in  which  it  dwells 
the  "wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God."  It  is  a  knowledge 
that  constitutes  eternal  life.  Its  entrance  into  the  soul  forms  an 
immediate  and  indissoluble  union  between  the  soul  and  God,,  and 
between  soul  and  soul.     It  creates  christian  fellowship.    Withouti 
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it,  the  church  of  Christ  cannot  exist  on  earth ;  with  it,  it  cannot 
but  exist.  This  knowledge,  therefore,  constitutes  the  foundation 
of  the  church,  resting  in  Christ  as  the  foundation  of  a  building  in 
the  earth.  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  I  will  now  open  the 
meaning  of  the  text,  as  it  appears  in  the  whole  paragraph  in  which 
it  lies.  Jesus,  at  an  advanced  stage  of  his  ministry,  conversing 
privately  with  his  disciples  preparatory  to  new  exhibitions  of  his 
designs,  asked  them  what  public  opinion  was  in  regard  to  him- 
self. ^'Whom  do  men  say  that  I,  the  son  of  man,  am  ?"  Col- 
lecting the  opinions  they  have  heard,  they  find  he  is  regarded  as 
a  remarkable  personage,  having  intercourse  with  God,  probably 
a  prophet  risen  from  the  dead,  but  whether  Isaiah,  Jeremiah, 
John  the  Baptist,  or  some  one  else,  is  disputed  on  opinion  as  far 
below  the  truth  as  man  is  belnw  God.  He  then  asks  his  disci- 
ples, "but  whom  say  ye  that  I  am."  Peter,  whose  glowing  emo- 
tions and  bursting  heart  were  ever  ready  for  utterance,  in  tones 
that  had  won  for  him  the  n'^me  of  "Son  of  Thunder,"  replied, 
"thou  art  the  Christ  the  son  of  the  living  God."  Jesus  accepts 
and  reciprocates  with  his  blessing  the  confidence  of  Peter. 
Blessed  art  thou  Simon  Barjona,  for  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  re- 
vealed it  unto  thee,  but  my  father  which  is  in  heaven.  And  I 
say  also  unto  thee,  that  by  virtue  of  this  knowledge  thou  art  a 
rock  and  upon  this  rock  will  I  build  my  church.  You  know 
that  I  am  the  son  of  Almighty  God,  anointed  by  him  the  Savior 
of  the  world — that  in  me  and  me  only  can  men  have  life.  Know- 
ing this,  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  trust  any  where  else  for  life. 
The  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail  against  you.  This  knowledge 
gives  you  the  key  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  soon  I  shall  send 
you  forth  to  try  it  in  the  heart  of  every  man,  the  heart  that  it 
fastens  on  earth  shall  be  fastened  in  heaven,  and  the  heart  that  it 
opens  on  earth  shall  be  opened  in  heaven,  but  I  charge  you  not 
to  use  it  at  present.  Tell  no  man  that  I  am  the  Son  of  God — 
the  time  for  that  has  not  yet  come.  My  father  has  not  yet  ar- 
ranged all  the  proof  with  which  he  will  make  the  guilty  world 
confess  his  power  and  goodness.  I  have  yet  to  pass  through  and 
triumph  over  scenes  of   suffering  that  will   show  the  safety  of 


those  who  persecute  me  even  into  the  grave.  I  must  go  up  to 
Jerusalem  and  suffer  many  things  of  the  Elders  and  the  Chief 
Priests  and  Scribes,  and  be  killed  and  rise  rgain  the  third  day." 
Here  all  the  natural  generosity  and  unsanctified  kindness  of  Peter 
burst  forth  and  began  to  rebuke  his  Master,  strenuously  dissuad- 
ing him  from  these  sufferings.  His  generous  zeal,  Jesus  charac- 
terized as  human  and  devilish.  "Get  thee  behind  me  Satan, 
thou  ^rt  an  offence  unto  me,  for  thou  savorest  not  the  things  that 
be  of  God  but  those  that  be  of  man."  What  !  is  the  immuta- 
ble rock  so  soon  become  flesh,  and  has  Satan  taken  possession  of 
it  ?  No,  his  knowledge  of  Christ  is  unshaken,  and  Satan  will  he 
driven  from  the  onset  with  a  miserable  defeat.  He  may  err  in 
this  and  a  thousand  other  ways  at  the  suggestion  ot  the  devil, 
but  by  the  knowledge  Christ  the  seed  of  God  remaineth  in  him,  and 
he  cannot  sin  because  he  is  born  of  God.  Jesus  takes  occasion 
from  this  mistake  of  Peter  to  tell  his  disciples  what  they  must 
expect  if  they  follow  him.  They  must  not  only  witness  his  suf- 
ferings, but  be  themselves  willing  to  suffer  the  agonies  of  the 
cross  for  his  sake.  That  if  they  seek  to  save  their  lives  from 
these  sufferings  they  will  lose  them,  but  if  they  lose  their  lives 
for  his  sake  they  shall  save.  Asks  them  what  it  will  profit  them 
to  gain  the  whole  world  gnd  lose  their  own  soul — assures  them 
that  they  can  give  nothing  in  exchange  for  their  soul,  and  adds 
his  testimony  to  the  testimony  of  his  Father,  that  he  is  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Savior  and  Judge  of  the  world,  thus  adding  degree 
to  that  knowledge  in  them  and  us  on  which  his  church  was  to 
stand  after  his  departure  from  the  cross  until  his  return  to  the 
judgment.  Thus  the  spirit  of  the  entire  context  agrees  with  and 
confirms  our  proposition  that  an  experimental  knowledge  of  Christ 
constitutes  the  foundation,  the  rock  on  which  he  builds  his  church. 

We  find  this  position  supported  by  three  invincible  facts  : 

1st.     This  knowledge  constitutes  eternal   life,  without  which 
the  church  cannot  exist. 

2nd.     It  creates  christian  fellowship,  without  which  there  can 

be  no  church. 
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3rd.  The  experience  of  the  true  child  of  God  proves  it  im- 
mulablej  according  to  the  promise  in  t!ie  context. 

1.  That  this  knowledge  constitutes  eternal  life  is  plain  from 
John  17  :  3,  ''And  this  is  eternal  life  that  they  may  know  thee 
the  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent."  1st  Epis- 
tle John  5  :  11  and  12,  "And  this  is  the  record  that  God  hath 
given  unto  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  He  that 
hath  the  Son  hath  life,  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  hath  not  life." 
This  knowledge  is  the  first  development  of  the  new  nature  ; — its 
presence  in  the  soul  is  proof  of  the  new  creation.  Without  this 
in  the  soul  the  church  of  Christ  can  never  appear  on  earth,  with 
it,  it  cannot  but  appear.  This  therefore  is  the  rock  on  which  the 
church  is  built. 

2.  This  knowledge  creates  christian  fellowship  between  God 
and  man,  and  man  and  man.  Fellowship  is  that  sympathy  of  heart 
that  love  one  for  another,  that  binds  soul  to  soul  in  one  living 
harmonious  life.  With  this  knowledge  living  in  the  soul  you  can 
no  more  prevent  two  souls  from  blending  when  they  meet,  than 
you  can  prevent  two  drops  of  water  from  uniting  when  they  touch 
each  other.  This  all  christian  experience  proves.  With  the 
love  and  confidence  in  exercise,  which  this  knowledge  of  Christ  in- 
spires, all  christians  are  one  as  Christ  and  the  Father  are  one. 
Without  this  knowledge  there  can  be  no  fellowship,  hence  it  is 
that  loving  spiritual  rock,  which,  receiving  life  from  Christ,  im- 
parts it  to  the  church,  constituting  the  foundation  of  the  church, 
itself  resting  in  Christ  as  the  foundation  of  a  building  lies  in  the 
world. 

3.  The  experience  of  every  true  child  of  God  proves  the 
immutability  of  this  knowledge.  All  who  are  born  of  the  spirit 
know  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  hving  God,  the  Sav- 
ior of  man,  and  whatever  doubts  may  arise  regarding  their  per- 
sonal acceptance  of  him,  no  device  of  earth  or  hell  can  fasten  a 
doubt  in  their  minds  on  that  point.  The  knowledge  is  imparted 
to  the  soul  by  God,  it  places  the  soul  in  living  connection  with 
God,  and  is  as  immutable  in  the  lesser  as  -n  the  greater  being. 
The  true  christian  knows  that  Christ  is  his  Savior  and  that  in  him 
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only  he  can  have  life,  just  as  well  as  God  knows  it.  I  affirm 
then,  this  knowledge,  appearing  as  it  does  in  the  context,  proved 
immutable  by  christian  experience,  creating  christian  fellowship? 
constituting,  according  to  the  scriptures,  eternal  life,  is  the  rock 
pointed  out  in  the  text,  and  that  not  only  Peter  but  every  indi- 
vidual possessing  this  knowledge  is  a  rock  on  which  the  church 
rests,  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail.  But  you 
will  say  that  according  to  this  hypothesis  the  devils,  who  know 
even  before  men  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of  the  living  God  the 
Savior  of  men,  must  have  eternal  life,  enjoy  christian  fellowship 
and  belong  to  the  church.  God  forbid.  Mark  my  language,  I 
have  sa-id  it  was  an  experimental  knowledge,  a  knowledge  of  the 
heart,  a  knowledge  brought  into  the  soul  by  the  entrance  of  the 
spirit  of  God.  The  knowledge  that  the  devils  have  is  merely 
intellectual,  in  the  heart  they  utterly  reject  him.  Like  the  fool 
who  says  in  his  heart,  what  his  head  can  never  assent  to,  "There 
is  no  God,"  so  they  say  there  is  no  Savior.  Take  heed  my 
friends  lest  the  knowledge  that  you  have  of  Christ  be  merely  in- 
tellectual, in  which  case  it  is  not  a  rock  on  which  you  stand  and 
defy  the  hosts  of  hell.  Here  I  leave  the  foundation  and  invite 
your  attention  to  the  state  into  which  it  places  the  children  of 
of  God,  a  state  of  Equality. 

1st.  They  are  equal  in  knowledge.  This  knowledge  of  Christ 
is  the  only  knowledge  of  any  intrinsc  worth  of  which  man  can 
become  possessed.  It  gives  to  its  possessor  the  pearl  of  great 
price.  All  other  knowledge  compared  with  this  in  value  or  im- 
portance, is  as  a  grain  of  sand  compared  with  the  universe  ;  nay, 
as  a  morning  cloud  compared  with  the  infinite  God.  All  other 
knowledge  shall  vanish  away,  but  this  shall  endure  forever.  But 
this  is  given  alike  to  high  and  low,  therefore  all  who  receive  it, 
whether  prince  or  peasant,  sage  or  savage,  are  equal  so  far  as 
knowledge  of  any  importance  is  concerned.  Let  those  who  are 
mighty  in  knowledge,  and  despise  God's  little  ones,  remember 
this.  Better  that  millstones  were  hanged  about  your  neck,  and 
you  were  drowned  in  the  depths  of  the  sea.  This  knowledge  put 
into  the  heart  of  the  most  abject  being  upon  the  earth,  though  he 
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seem  still  to  be  a  fool,  exalts  him  at  once  to  the  dignity  of  a  God. 
It  puts  him  into  possession  of  the  vast  sum  of  Jehovah's  wisdom. 
He  becomes  familiar  ;isGod  him&elf  with  the  very  truth,  the  very 
idea,  to  develop  which  all  the  vast  energies  of  the  infinite  mfnd 
have  been  exercised  from  eternity.  God  seeth  not  as  man  seeth. 
Thereafter  though  his  garments  be  rags,  though  his  flesh  be  pu- 
trid, though  his  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth,  he  is 
crowned  with  dignity  that  makes  him  eternally  an  appro[)riate 
companion,  a  friend. 

2nd.  They  are  equal  in  power.  One  has  not  the  slightest 
authority  or  dominion  over  another.  Even  God  himself  ceases 
to  command  tht^m,  or  exercise  authority  upon  them.  They  are 
his  Sons,  and  have  all  the  liberty  of  the  Sons  of  God, — they  love- 
him  as  he  loves  himself  to  do  his  will,  and  to  serve  each  other  is 
more  than  their  delight,  it  is  their  meat  and  drink,  it  is  their  life. 
The  position  in  which  this  knowledge  of  Christ  reveals  the  indi- 
vidual to  himself  surpasses  wonder.  Say  not  it  is  a  dream  of  the 
imagination  ;  say  not  it  is  the  conception  of  a  distempered  brain  ;. 
it  is  real  as  truth  is  real.  It  reveals  the  individual  to  himserf^ 
sitting  as  on  the  throne  of  the  universe,  and  every  being  in  the 
universe  bowing  down  to  serve  him  ;  all  things  in  heaven,  earth 
and  hell  working  together  for  his  good,  for  the  development  of 
his  glory  and  happiness  ;  God  himself  putting  forth  the  mighti- 
est efFcrts  of  which  his  infinite  wisdom,  and  power,  and  love  are 
capable,  taking  his  only  begotten  and  well  beloved  from  his  bo- 
som, and  drawing  out  his  life's  blood,  that  he  may  wash  from  his 
conscience  the  guilty  stain  ;.  the  Son  cheerfully  and  joyfully  lay- 
ing down  his  life  that  he  may  impirt  it  to  the  being  that  deserves  to 
die.  The  individual  seeks  to  descend  from  his  high  position  and 
the  lowest  place  of  service  in  all  the  realms  around  him  ;  but  de- 
scend low  as  he  may  he  finds  God  lower  still  toiling  for  his  good  ; 
enter  what  department  of  the  universe  he  may  he  there  finds  God 
himself  exercising  that  spirit  which  says,  "  Whosoever  will  be 
chief  among  you  let  him  be  your  servant."  As  in  knowledge  so 
in  power;  the  keys  of  wisdom  and  of  might  are  given  to  him  and 
whatsoever  he  binds  on  earth   is    bound  in  heaven.     No  man 
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Stands  between  hira  and  God,  saying,  Do  this  orlliat^  He  is  not 
permitted  to  call  any  man.  Master.  He  is  free  from  all  and  yet 
voltvntarily  the  servant  of  all.  No  one  rises  above  another ;  no 
one  sinks  beneath  an-other;  but  having  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God  unto  a  perfect  man, 
unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ,  they  all 
stand  up  equal  in  strength  and  power. 

3d.  They  are  all  equal  in  wealth.  Time  will  not  permit  me 
here  to  discuss  the  validity  of  titles  by  which  men  of  this  world 
hold  their  wealth.  Suffice  it  to  assert  that  this  world  belongs  to 
God  and  his  creatures,  and  the  individual  who  can  hold  a  farthing 
in  his  fingers,  I  care  not  how  obtained,  and  say  the  king  of  China 
or  the  vilest  beggar  in  his  dominions;  the  autocrat  of  Russia  or 
the  lowest  serf  in  his  empire  ;  the  queen  of  England  or  the  most 
abject  pauper  in  her  kingdom  ;  or  any  other  being  holy  or  unho- 
ly seen  by  the  eye  that  looks  from  the  heavens,  has  no  claim  up- 
on this,  is  a  thief  and  robber  in  practice,  as  much  a  devil  as  was 
Peter  when  he  would  persuade  has  Master  to  keep  his  blood  in  his 
own  bosom;  —  and  the  government  that  takes  from  any  man  a. 
farthing,  regardless  of  his  claim  upon  it,  is  a  system  of  robbery 
and  oppression.  The  great  difficulty  with  us  is  that  we  do  not 
understand  the  claims  of  God  upon  his  creatures,  upon  us,  and 
upon  the  things  that  are  around  us.  Eve  plucked  an  apple  re- 
gardless of  God's  claim  u[)on  it,  and  what  did  she  but  pluck  a 
world  from  His  hand.  The  act  of  the  individual  who  plucks  an? 
apple  now,  regardless  of  the  claims  of  God  and  his  creatures  upon 
it.  is  no  less  a  violation  of  universal  right  than  was  the  act  of  Eve^ 
Magnify  his  being  until  worlds  diminish  to  the  size  of  apples^ 
and  he  will  pluck  worlds  with  all  their  inhabitants  from  the  hand 
of  God  with  as  little  compunction  as  he  now  plucks  apples.  He- 
that  would  buy  or  sell  a  sparrow  regardless  of  God's  glory,  under 
other  circumstances  would  buy  or  sell  a  seraph.  We  look  upon  the- 
traffic  in  human  flesh  and  blood  with  abhorrence,  and  rightly  too,  but 
he  who  would  abolish  slavery  and  still  traffic  in  sand,  regardless^ 
of  God's  glory,  would  pluck  the  mote  from  his  brother's  while  he- 
would  leave  the  beam  in  his  own  eye,  he  would  simply  brush-  tte 
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skum  from  the  river  of  blood  and  woe  of  which  his  own  heart  is 
the  fountain.  The  menns  by  which  worldly  men  acquire,  and 
the  claims  by  which  they  hold  their  wealth,  are  not  approved  in 
heaven,  and  their  love  of  wealth  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
hold  it  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  the  fountain  of  every  abomination. 
The  dwellers  in  Zion  hold  their  wealth  by  a  very  different  title, 
and  their  love  of  wealth,  in  the  manner  they  hold  it,  is  the  root 
of  all  goodness,  the  fountain  of  every  virtue.  I  have  said  that 
they  were  equal  in  wealth,  and  so  they  are.  The  knowledge  of 
Christ  of  which  we  have  spoken,  which  gives  them  eternal  life 
and  makes  them  equal  in  wisdom  and  power,  is  the  seal  of  their 
adoption  into  the  family  of  God,  by  which  they  become  the  heirs 
of  God,  and  by  virtue  of  their  heirship  the  actual  possessors  of  all 
things.  It  is  true  of  each  separate  heir  that  he  possesses  the 
whole.  He  can  say  of  any  brother  he  is  my  brother — of  the 
whole  church  militant  it  is  my  church — of  the  whole  world  it  is 
my  world — of  all  heaven  it  is  my  heaven — of  the  Savior  he  is 
my  Savior — of  God  he  is  my  God  ;  and  the  word  my  on  what- 
soever it  is  written  will  shine  with  a  higher  and  higher  intensity 
of  meaning  from  eternity  to  eternity.  Not  so  with  the  worldly 
mind  ;  the  possessor  may  say  my  house,  but  the  fire  kindles  upon 
it  and  it  is  gone,  he  may  say  my  farm,  but  death  breathes  in  his 
face  and  the  bubble  is  burst  forever.  The  Spirit  of  God,  ad- 
dressing the  newly  constituted  heir,  tells  him  that  all  things  are 
his,  whether  Paul,  or  A  polios,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life, 
or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to  come,  all  are  yours. 
Here  then  we  see  the  children  of  Gjd  all  equal  in  wealth,  pow- 
er and  wisdom,  this  wealth,  wisdom  and  power  being  theirs 
through  faith  in  Jesus,  as  the  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 
Here  then  you  see  the  strength  of  Zion  and  the  sources  of  her 
strength.  Her  foundations  sink  as  deep,  her  towers  rise  as  high, 
her  walls  extend  cs  wide  and  all  as  immutable  as  the  life  of  God, 
which  life  is  the  source  of  her  strength.  You  see  her  people. 
What  are  they  but  the  children  of  God  ;  the  family  of  the  Al- 
mighty God.  The  Spirit  addressing  whom  says,  "Ye  are  God's 
and  all  of  you  are  children  of  the  most  high."      Go  where  they 
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will  they  are  in  the  midst  of  their  inheritance,  nor  can  they  reach 
a  point  where  God  and  his  archers  cannot  bring  all  their  arrows 
to  bear  for  their  defence,  without  injuring  an  hair  of  their  heads. 
True,  that  in  this  world  you  see  them  often  crushed  with  enemies 
stronger  than  themselves  and  overwhelmed  with  sorrows  be- 
neath  which  they  may  cry  "my  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me ;"  but  it  is  only  to  prove  the  strength  in  which  they 
abide,  to  show  that  God  can  deliver  them  however  deeply  over- 
whelmed in  sorrows.  God  may  shoot  all  his  arrows  through 
them  with  pangs  that  would  extort  a  groan  from  his  own  bosom 
and  yet  they  are  uninjured,  and  may  rejoice  and  thank  their 
father  amid  their  agonies.  On  them  death  has  no  power.  Such 
is  Zion  and  such  her  people.  All  this  comes  through  faith  in 
Jesus  as  the  annointed  of  God.  Without  him  we  can  do  nothing, 
death  and  destruction  and  woe  hold  eternal  dominion  over  us  ; 
but  in  him  we  know  all  things,  possess  all  things,  can  do  all 
things  and  endure  all  things. 

Having  shown  the  state  in  which  those  are  who  possess  this 
knowledge — a  state  in  which  each  one,  though  a  worm,  stands 
up  in  the  image  of  the  stature  and  fullness  of  the  power  and  the 
wisdom  of  God — a  state  in  which  they  are  free  from  all  and  yet 
in  bondage  to  all — in  which  they  own  all  and  yet  are  owned  by 
all — in  which  they  serve  all  and  yet  are  served  by  all — in  which 
having  nothing  they  possess  all  things,  I  shall  now  invite  your 
attention  to  the  Church  as  it  stands  upon  this  foundation. 

Would  you  seethe  Church?  Go  to  yon  poor  widow  as  she 
lies  emaciated  and  sufFeiing  on  her  miserable  cot.  Does  she 
know  in  her  heart  Jesus  as  he  is.  The  glory  of  the  Church  is 
all  concentrated  there.  Have  you  faith,  you  will  behold  in  her 
heart  the  throne  of  the  eternal  God,  where  in  communion  with 
her  spirit  dwell  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost  in  all  their  glory. 
Go  to  yonder  Judge  as  trembling  with  filial  fear  he  lifts  his  heart 
to  Jesus  for  instruction,  and  with  love  like  his  pronounces  sentence 
of  death  upon  the  murderer  at  his  feet — doing  to  the  murderer  as 
he  would  be  done  by — willing  to  exchange  conditions  with  him 
and  bear  the  punishment  of  his  guilt,  if  as  he  the  murder  may 
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live,  and  you  see  it  there.  Go  to  yonder  criminal  as  he  stands 
upon  the  drop  from  which  he  is  to  spring  into  eternity  ;  does  he 
know  Jesus  as  he  is — he  abhors  himself — adores  the  justice  that 
executes  him,  you  there  behold  the  church  in  all  its  glory,  his 
heart  is  the  seat  of  the  Paradise  of  God.  Go  where  you  will 
and  find  in  the  breast  of  king  or  captain  the  heart  that  knows 
Jesus  as  he  is,  and  you  will  find  the  church  in  all  its  perfection 
and  glory,  as  perfect  in  a  penitent  harlot  dying  upon  her  polluted 
couch  as  in  the  proudest  form  that  walks  the  earth.  The  church 
is  constituted  by  the  human  soul  holding  fellowship  with  God 
through  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  for  the  chief  of 
sinners — it  is  perfect  in  the  individual  and  as  perfect  in  one  as  in 
another,  external  condition  is  nothing,  numbers  can  add  nothing 
to  its  perfection.  The  man  that  knows  Christ  in  his  heart  is  the 
temple  of  the  living  God,  and  a  perfect  temple  too  without  bor- 
rowing a  thought  from  the  mind,  a  drop  of  blood  from  the  body 
of  any  other  being.  That  body  is  the  Vatican,  the  spirit,  the 
vicegerent  of  God  on  earth  ;  neglect  it  ye  who  may,  despise  it 
ye  who  will,  trample  on  it  ye  who  dare,  whatsoever  ye  do  unto  it 
ye  do  unto  God.  This  I  know  is  not  the  ordinary,  though  I 
think  it  is  the  positive,  meaning  of  the  words,  "The  Church." 
A  Church,  using  the  phrase  in  the  ordinary,  is  formed  by  any 
number  of  the  heirs  of  God  associating  for  the  improvement  of 
their  heritage,  which,  as  we  have  shewn,  includes  all  things  in 
earth  and  heaven.  They  have  the  glory  of  God  to  cherish,  the 
joy  of  angels  to  augment,  fellow  heirs  to  serve  and  sinners  to  re- 
deem from  death.  They  are  the  light  of  the  world  and  are  as- 
sociated that  they  may  cover  it  with  light.  Any  church  having 
an  experimental  knowledge  of  Christ  as  their  basis,  is  a  true 
church,  though  liable  to  become  anti-chrlst  as  did  Peter,  not- 
withstanding he  knew  Christ.  Any  organization  which  does  not 
recognize  God  in  each  individual,  and  the  equality  in  knowledge, 
power  and  worth  of  each  individual,  is  anti-christ,  whatever  be 
its  spirit.  Any  association  that  does  not  practice  these  princi- 
ples is  anti-chirst  in  spirit,  whatever  be  its  organization.  Anti- 
christ dwells  not  in  the  Papal  church  alone.     Any  organization 
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that  gives  one  man  or  set  of  men  authority  over  another  is  anti- 
christ.    Christ  expressly  forbade  it  among  his  followers.     "  It 
shall  not  be  so  among  you."     The  Christian  system  is  a  system  of 
sacrifice  and  servitude,  a  system  of  voluntary  obedience  and  self 
abasement,  a  system  that  will  suffer  no  injury  though  kings  be 
in  the  place  of  fools  and  fools  be  in  the  place  of  kings,  for  all  are 
kings  and  priests  unto  God.     The  only  authority  they  have  is  to 
serve  and  withdraw  from  service.     If  each  one  governs  himself 
by  the  Law  of  God  he  calls  no  man  On  earth  Master  or  Father. 
If  he  govern  not  himself  by  this  law  Christ  is  not  in  him,  what- 
ever be  his  profession  he  is  not  of  the  household  of  God.     Any 
one  that  seeks  authority  over  the  heirs  of  God  or  covets  honor  of 
them  isanti-christ,  seeks  to  take  the  place  of  God,  and  exalt  him- 
s«'lf  above  God.     Ministers  that  seek  to  exercise  authority  over 
churches,  and  churches  that  seek  to  exercise  authority  over  minis- 
ters are  anti-christ.     Individual  members  that  disregard  the  voice 
of  the  church  and  the  church  that  disregards  the  voice  of  individ- 
ual members  is  anti-christ,  however  sincerely  he  or  they  may 
desire  to  glorify  Christ.     Their  works  on  such  would  consume 
him  were  he  not  immutable.     A  person  may  build  all  his  life- 
time upon  Christ ;  wood,  hay  and  stubble  works  that  with  those 
ol  the  devil  will  be  destroyed.     The  heirs  of  God  are  simply 
councilors  together,  as  were  the  persons  of  God  at  the  creation  of 
man,  saying,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  yet  of  Christ  learned 
they  obedience  who  though  equal  with  God  rendered  all  that 
obedience  that  is  required  of  the  weaker  heir.      He  that  is  too 
wise  to  honor  the  weakest  member  of  the  church,  exalts  himself 
above  Christ,  and  shall  be  abased  to  hell. 

Again,  a  spirit  of  dependence  upon  others  is  anti-christ. 
The  individual  that  depends  upon  the  church  or  the  church  that 
depends  upon  the  minister,  or  any  other  men,  however  great  or 
good,  is  anti-christ,  every  one  must  stand  in  his  place  before  God, 
bearing  his  own  burden,  ready  to  strengthen  any  brother  that  may 
be  fainting  under  his,  knowing  through  his  knowledge  of  Christ 
that  he  is  himself  sufficient  in  the  hour  of  trial  to  sustain  the  whole, 
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being  a  rock  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail. 
Cursed  is  he  that  trusteth  in  any  brother.  The  individual  that 
trusts  in  another,  or  others,  to  take  care  of  his  heritage,  shuts 
the  Spirit  of  God  from  his  heart  and  blots  the  seal  of  adoption 
from  his  soul.  If  he  be  risen  from  the  dead,  if  he  be  the  tegnple 
of  God  and  God  dwell  in  him,  he  seeks  those  things  which  are 
God's  just  as  naturally  and  independently  as  God  himself.  But 
our  churches  are  continually  prone  to  depend  upon  great  men 
and  great  multitudes  and  great  measures  for  the  safety  and  en- 
largement of  Zion,  instead  of  each  one  girding  himself  with  the 
strength  of  the  Lord  and  going  up  straight  before  him  to  battle. 
Instead  of  depending  upon  the  power  of  God  in  themselves, 
they  depend  upon  the  power  of  God  in  their  minister.  He  must 
be  a  mighty  man  of  valor — he  must  shoot  all  the  arrows  for  them. 
If  he  fills  their  houses  with  the  trophies  of  his  skill — if  he  opens 
the  heart  of  the  multitude  so  that  his  support  comes  easy,  he  will 
answer.  But,  if  not,  they  must  away  with  Paul  and  have  Apol- 
los,  or  away  with  Apollos  and  have  Cephas.  Such  dependence 
is  carnal ;  it  excludes  the  spirit  of  God  ;  it  is  loathsome  unto 
Christ,  and  yet  it  is  as  natural  to  man  as  his  breath  ;  but  the  na- 
tural man  is  anti-christ.  It  rejects  Christ,  resists  the  Holy  Ghost, 
fights  against  God,  sinks  towards  eternal  death  with  the  same 
fixed  and  positive  certainty  that  lead  gravitates  to  the  earth. 
Ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  true  of  the  church, 
whether  clad  in  Jewish,  Grecian,  Roman,  English  or  American 
vestments ;  and  the  individual  who  is  not  crucified  with  Christ, 
nevertheless  alive,  and  yet  not  he  but  Christ  living  in  him,  so 
that  the  life  he  now  lives,  he  lives  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
be  he  Jew  or  Gentile,  is  guilty  of  this  sin.  It  is  true  that  we  want 
a  godly,  active,  earnest  ministry,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  we 
want  godly,  active,  earnest  church  members.  One  is  as  much 
the  temple  of  God  as  the  other.  Is  God  any  respecter  of  per- 
sons, or  shall  we  expect  him  to  dwell  with  more  intensity  in  one 
place  than  another  ?  One  is  as  much  an  heir  of  God  as  the  other. 
The  heritage  of  both  is  alike,  and  shall  one  be  expected  to  improve 
and  guard  it  with  more  intensity  than  another  ?     Church  members 
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sometimes  excuse  themselves  from  the  work,  because  their  min- 
ister don't  suit  them,  or  because  some  brother  walks  contrary  to 
their  wishes.  Are  such  excuses  godly  ?  Blasphemous  thought. 
Suppose  that  Christ,  whose  possessions  do  not  exceed  those  of 
the  heir  of  God,  himself  being  a  part  of  his  possessions,  who 
stands  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  the  Father  that  one  heir 
stands  to  another,  should  take  a  dislike  to  the  Father  and  refuse 
to  work  because  he  disliked  him  ;  what  kind  of  work  would  it 
make  in  heaven.  There  was  once  a  spirit  there  that  took  a  dis- 
like to  Christ  and  refused  to  work,  and  he  was  hurled  like  light- 
ning from  that  upper  region.  Such  excuses  are  supremely  devil- 
ish. We  want  ministers  who  feel  that  they  are  heirs  of  God, 
who  know  that  there  is  not  a  drunkard,  or  an  harlot,  a  king,  or  a 
beggar  in  their  parish,  or  between  the  poles,  but  is  theirs  to  save 
or  lose,  theirs  by  a  title  as  valid  as  that  by  which  God  holds  his 
possession,  a  title  sealed  with  the  blood  of  Jesus  ;  but  we  want 
church  members  that  feel  the  same.  We  want  ministers  and 
members  that  will  take  care  of  their  heritage  whether  men  hiss 
or  applaud — cry  crucify,  or  shout  hosannah — men  that  will  stand 
as  firm  single  handed  and  alone  before  the  open  gates  of  hell  as 
when  sustained  by  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand. 
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REVEREND  U.  C.  BURNAP. 


The  grand  characteristics  of  the  gospel  ministry  are  the  same 
in  all  ages  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Forms  of  human 
government  may  be  changed,  the  fashions  and  the  philosophy  of 
social  life  may  vary  with  passing  generations,  and  new  develop- 
ments of  intellect  and  genius  may  put  a  new  aspect  upon  human 
society  ;  but  the  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same 
man  in  the  essential  traits  of  character  and  objects  of  anxiety 
and  toil  in  every  country  and  every  age.  Moses,  Isaiah  and 
Paul  would  be  good  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places.  Such  men  are  the  property  and  glory  of  the  world. 
Those  divine  instructions,  therefore,  which  were  given  to  the 
early  ministers  of  the  gospel,  are  equally  appropriate  to  the  men 
of  this  age,  who  are  entrusted  with  the  same  responsibilities  and 
the  same  treasures,  and  who  can  have  no  higher  aspirations  than 
to  be  like  them.  We  are  authorized  to  give  no  other,  and  as 
elder  brethren,  our  best  councils  are  a  repetition  of  those  which 
were  given  long  ago  by  those  who  spake  as  they  were  moved  by 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

First  ot  all,  then,  we  charge  you  to  take  heed  to  yourself. 
The  successful  m.anagement  of  all  things  pertaining  to  your  office 
will  depend  chiefly  upon  your  management  of  yourself. 
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Take  heed  to  your  mortal  body.  In  this  earthly  conflict  your 
main  dependence  is  upon  your  corporeal  powers.  They  are  so 
connected  with  the  mind  and  soul,  that  if  they  are  seriously 
diseased  or  abused,  the  whole  system  will  be  affected.  If  one 
member  suffer,  all  the  members  suffer  with  it.  That  over-action 
which  seriously  impairs  the  body,  by  being  beyond  its  recupera- 
tive elasticity  is  of  less  value  to  the  world  than  is  often  supposed. 
Generally,  that  man  accomplishes  most  for  the  world  who  learns 
early  what  he  can  endure,  and  so  controls  himself  as  to  enjoy 
habitual  vigor.  Consider  always  that  ''your  body  is  the  temple 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  and  use  it  as  you  would  use  the  body  of 
Jesus  Christ.     ''  Keep  thyself  pure." 

Talce  heed  to  thy  mind.  Constant  expenditure  in  a  finite 
mind  demands  constant  efforts  to  replenish.  You  will  probably 
never  see  the  day  when  your  mental  attainments  will  seem  mora 
satisfactory  than  they  do  now.  Though  you  may  always  be 
learning  your  upward  progress  will  place  you  wherf  you  will 
have  wider  views  of  tlie  unknown  and  deeper  anxieties  to  learn. 
From  the  whole  history  of  the  divine  dispensations  it  is  very 
evident  that  God  designed  to  have  his  ministers  studious  men, — 
men  of  deep  and  earnest  thought.  Study  to  show  thyself  ap- 
proved. No  degree  of  parochial  activity  will  for  any  length  of 
time  answer  as  a  substitute  for  the  toils  of  study.  Desirable  and 
profitable  as  other  labors  may  be  in  their  place,  the  pulpit  must 
be  first  in  your  anxieties,  and  in  the  appropriation  of  your  time 
and  your  powers.  If  you  fail  there,  none  of  your  labors  will  be 
appreciated. 

Every  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel  is  laboring  for  the  whole 
world,  in  all  its  institutions  and  all  its  individual  and  social 
responsibilities ;  and  a^  far  as  possible  his  knowledge  should 
extend  to  every  relation,  every  interest,  and  every  danger.  The 
great  family  of  man  in  their  variety  of  character  and  circum- 
stances should  be  before  his  mind,  that  he  may  understand  the 
full  application  of  the  divine  laws  and  provisions  to  the  whole. 

Take  heed  to  thy  soul.  The  spirit  governs  the  man.  For  all 
the  high  and  important  attainments  of  the  christian  ministry,  very 
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much  depends  upon  habitual  fellowship  and  communion  with 
Christ.  There  is  the  source  of  ministerial  courage,  cheerfulness 
and  power.  If  the  heart  is  right  with  God  we  can  endure  great 
trials,  afflictions  and  labors.  We  can  stand  up  under  fearful 
responsibilities,  and  triumph  in  severe  conflicts.  Ministerial  bur- 
dens and  afflictions  are  far  more  oppres?ive  than  they  would  be, 
if  purer  motives  and  holier  affections  were  more  predominant. 
Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of 
life,  especially  the  life  of  a  gospel  minister. 

In  your  ministrations,  preach  the  word.  For  doctrine  and  for 
duty  rely  upon  the  simple  oracles  of  God.  Prophesy  neither 
from  your  own  heart  nor  from  the  traditions  and  dogmas  of  men. 
He  that  hath  a  dream  let  him  tell  a  dream,  but  he  that  hath  my 
word  let  him  speak  my  word  plainly.  A  great  portion  of  the 
expensive  and  deplorable  controversies  in  Zion  arise  from  the 
philo<?ophy,  the  technicalities  and  the  traditions  of  men.  Always 
go  directly  to  the  fountain  head,  and  as  far  as  possible  use  the 
language  of  the  Bible.  Employ  the  terms  which  the  divine 
Spirit  uses,  and  you  will  present  most  fully  the  mind  of  the 
Spirit.  A  more  literal  adherance  to  the  Bible,  without  reference 
to  human  systems,  would  be  a  remedy  for  many  of  the  painful 
conflicts  of  Zion.  Study  the  Bible  more  than  all  other  books,  if 
you  would  save  yourself  and  those  who  hear  you. 

Take  heed  to  the  flock  this  day  committed  to  your  charge. 
Here  is  the  place  for  your  noblest  and  most  honorable  achieve- 
ments. As  far  as  health  will  admit,  stay  upon  these  walls,  watch 
and  feed  this  flock  ;  so  minister  to  all  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
interests  of  this  people  that  you  may  at  length,  through  grace, 
present  them  perfect  before  God.  Strive  to  shine  not  as  a 
wandering,  but  as  a  fixed  star  in  the  firmament.  In  view  of  all 
which  needs  to  be  done,  this  field  is  wide  enough  for  your  utmost 
powers. 

Remember  that  you  are  in  a  vale  of  tears,  and  your  commis- 
sion is  from  Him  who  once  came  here  to  bind  up  the  broken 
hearted  and  comfort  all  that  mourn.  Under  his  aid,  so  far  as 
lieth  in  you,  do  what  he  would  do  were  he  here  in  bodily 
presence. 
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Lay  hands  suddenly  upon  no  man,  but  rejoice  to  have  Christ 
preached  every  way,  and  bid  God  speed  to  every  man  whose 
earnest  prayer  is,  Thy  kingdom  come. 

So  far  as  you  can  discern,  invite  all  the  children  to  their 
Father's  house  and  their  Father's  table,  and  labor  incessantly  to 
train  all  the  children  and  youth  for  honor,  for  Christ  and  for  eter- 
nal life. 

In  all  the  trials  of  the  ministry  guard  against  despondency. 
Under  every  pressure  go  to  Him  who  can  make  the  burden  light ; 
and  by  a  cheerful  and  courageou:)  deportment,  let  it  be  evident 
that  you  serve  a  good  master  with  a  willing  heart.  The  keys  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  are  now  committed  to  you,  and  using 
them  according  to  divine  direction,  your  mark  will  be  ratified  in 
heaven. 

Be  always  ready  to  resign  this  cofnmission,  and  as  you  depart 
have  it  to  say  :  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge 
will  give  me  at  that  day. 


RIGHT    HAND   OF  FELLOWSHIP: 


BY 


EEV.    E.    W.    CLARK. 


Strong  emotions  are  awakened  in  my  heart,  my  brother,  as  I 
come  to  the  perfc  rmance  of  the  grateful  duty  this  day  assigned 
me.  Emotions,  1  have  not  the  pleasure  cf  saying,  arising  from  a 
long-standing  and  intimate  friendship.  We  did  not  study  and 
walk  together  in  the  groves  of  the  Academy  ;  nor  did  we  drink 
at  the  same  fount  of  Theology.  A  little  more  than  a  year  ago 
marks  the  commencement  of  our  acquaintance,  and  our  inter- 
course in  this  short  peiiod  has  been  quite  infrequent.  But  there 
is  a  dearer  bond  than  that  which  any  local  union  in  study,  or  any 
merely  earthly  friendship  rivets.  It  requires  not  the  passage  of 
years,  for  hearts  that  have  felt  the  love  of  God  to  coalesce,  and 
become  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  In  you  I  recognize  a  Christian 
brother,  and  by  that  relation  all  other  relations  are  oversweptand 
for  the  time  put  aside.  We  read  in  the  Acts  that  the  multitude 
of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart  and  one  soul ;  and  they 
were  thus  because  they  believed  in  Jesus.  But  since  those  early 
times  of  simple  faith  and  love,  how  have  divisions  rent  the  church 
of  the  living  God.     How  has  Ephraina  envied  Judah,  and  Judah 
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vexed  Ephraim.  Called  to-day  to  present  to  you  the  fellowship 
of  the  churches,  I  would  do  it  with  that  broadness  of  Christian 
feeling  which  the  gospel  manifests,  a  feeling  bounded  by  no  mere 
denominational  and  sectional,  or  sectarian  limits.  My  broilierin 
Christ,  we  are  called  to  labor  in  the  church,  to  stand  near  each 
other  on  the  walls  of  Zion.  For  the  whole  church  we  will  la- 
bor— for  her  our  tears,  as  the  church  of  the  living  God,  shall 
fall.  We  are  both  just  entering  upon  our  work — a  few  months 
ago  you  were  present  when  I  was  put  into  this  ministry  ;  and 
now  you  are  called  to  put  on  the  gospel  armor.  W  e  will  go  forth 
together  into  the  field  of  the  world  to  o;ather  souls  into  the  kintj- 
dom  of  Christ, — as  Christians  we  will  go,  and  not  as  Sectarians. 
We  scorn  the  name.  We  will  acknowledge  no  leader  but  Christ, 
and  be  called  by  no  name  but  his.  While  we  own  the  use  and 
necessity  of  denominations  among  Christians — an  evil  ot  our  im- 
perfect state.  While  we  believe  there  must  be  intellectual  dif- 
ferences, and  do  not  expect  all  Christians  to  have  the  same  per- 
ceptions and  join  in  the  same  conclusions,  yet  we  will  expect 
them  all  to  be  one  in  Christ  Jesus — one  in  motive  and  religious 
experience — one  in  spiritual  relation  and  affection,  as  they  are 
one  in  redemption  and  in  destiny.  I  repeat,  we  will  not  labor  to 
make  men  Congregationalists,  or  Baptists,  or  Methodists,  or 
Presbyterians,  or  High  Churchmen,  or  Low  Churchmen,  but 
Christians  ;  make  them  own  their  relation  to  God  and  pay  their 
allegiance  to  the  eternal  King.  We  will,  under  the  favor  of  God, 
entertain  a  better  faith,  than  to  believe  all  excellence,  or  the  most 
of  excellence,  shut  up  within  party  limits.  We  will  not  labor  to 
form  sectarians.  Let  one  love  his  forms,  another  his  irrowin^rs 
that  cannot  be  altered,  and  another  his  bald  simplicity.  These 
aie  intellectual  differences,  and  always  have  and  always  will  ex- 
ist on  earth.  We  will  not  compass  sea  and  land  to  make  ono 
proselyte,  but  we  will  labor  to  make  men  Christians,  and  teach 
them  the  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  hath  sent ;  trust- 
ing not  so  much  to  the  '-glittering  fence  of  logic,"  and  the  chorus 
of  a  persuasive  rhetoric,  as  to  the  silent  and  ever  operative  in- 
fluence of  a  holy  life,  and  a  broad  Christian  love.  We  will  labor 
for  Christian  union,  no  mere  outward  fellowship  that  were  not  de- 
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sirable,  but  a  fellowsliip.  of  love,  a  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace.  Let  us  believe  in,  and  labor  for,  tbe  time  wben  tbe 
watcbmen  on  Zion's  walls  sball  see  eye  to  eye,  and  tbe  cburch 
sball,  whh  one  mind  and  one  moutb,  glorify  God,  even  tbe  Faiber 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbrist. 

In  giving  to  you,  my  brotlier,  tbis  right  hand  of  fellowship  in 
behalf  of  the  churches,  I  give  my  heart  with  it,  and  the  hearts 
of  n)y  brethern  In  the  ministry  and  the  churches.  It  is  no  cold 
outward  proffer,  hut  a  real  and  inward  love  and  spiritual  union. 
Not  a  sectgiian  pledge  but  a  Christian  jjJedgc,  a  ])ledge  of  sym- 
pathy and  aid,  of  love  and  support.  So  long  as  you  walk  worthy 
of  your  profession  in  Christ  Jesus,  this  pledge  is  yours.  Our 
sympathies  shall  move  for  you — our  houses  and  hearts  shall  be 
open  to  receive  you.  VVe  will  rejoice  \\i'h  you  in  your  rejoic- 
inij.  nor  will  we  stand  aloof  in  the  day  of  sorrow.  The  interests 
of  your  people  shall  be  dear  to  us,  as  the  interests  of  ours  will 
be  to  you.  Remembering  that  while  we  have  our  particular 
charge,  the  welfare  o[  Zion  in  every  place  sliould  be  dear  to  the 
true  followers  of  Christ. 

My  brother,  I  welcome  you  to  a  part  in  this  ministry  of  recon- 
ciliation ;   a  ministry  of  toil  and  of  glory — of  endurance  and   of 
reward.     Let  us  fulfil    it,    looking   unto   Jesus,  who  is  the  author 
and  finisher  of  our  faith.     Let  us  labor  while  the  day  lasts,  know- 
ing that  the  night  comelh  in  which  no  man  can  woi'k.     Since  you 
asked  me  to  perform  this  service  foi-  you,  a   young  brother,   and 
fellow  laborer  in  the  gospel,  who  graduated  with  me  at  Andover, 
and  with  whom  I  olten  took  sweet  counsel,  has  put  off  this  taber- 
nacle of  flesh.     He  was  permitted  to  preach   the  word  only  the 
short  space  of  two  years.       He   is  now  clothed  upon  with  im- 
mortality.     He   has   fallen   in   manhood's  prime,  and  gone  from 
these  scenes  of  tol  to  share  the  rewards  of  the  just. 
*'Methinks  from  earth  I  sec  him  rise, 
Angels  congratulate  his  lot, 
And  shout  him  welcome  to  the  skies  ;" 

for  he  was  a  minister  of  Jesus.  Soon  we  may,  in  like  manner, 
be  summoned.  Let  us  labor  to  approve  ourselves  unto  our  Mas- 
ter, that  then  we  may  exchange  this  fellowship  of  the  church  mili- 
ant;  lor  the  perfect  fellowship  of  the  church  triumphant  in  glory. 


HYMNS 


HYMN, 

Written  for  the  Occasion  by  Eev.  T.  K".  Jones,  of  London,  N.  H. 


Servant  of  Jesus,  welcome  thou  ! 

Who  in  that  worthy  name  art  come  ; 
*'  Teacher  from  God,"  we  hail  thee  now, 

To  guide  us  to  our  heavenly  home. 

In  thee,  a  shepherd  we  hehold, 

Who  now  shall  make  our  wants  his  care  ; 
Shall  guard  with  watchful  eye  the  fold. 

And  warn  of  every  hurtful  snare. 

Oh  !  lead  us,  where  our  Master  led 
His  loved  disciples  while  below  ; 

Break  unto  us  the  Living"  Bread, 

And  point  us  where  life's  fountains  flow. 

For  thee,  our  earnest  prayers  ascend. 

That  thou  may'st  be  of  Christ  approved  ; 

A  Pastor  true,  a  faithful  friend. 
Loving  thy  people,  and  beloved  ! 

Servant  of  Jesus,  welcome  thou  ! 

Our  grateful  lips  pronounce  the  word  ; 
Witness  with  joy  the  sacred  vow, 

The  union  bless, — and  praise  the  Lord, 
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HYMN. 


By  Miss  A.  Cutter,  of  Jaffi-ey,  N.H. 


Father,  at  thine  altar  bending, 

Lo  !  we  come  a  waiting  band. 
And  with  hearts  and  voices  blending, 

Plead  for  blessings  at  Thy  hand. 
From  Thine  own  serene  dominion 

Smile  upon  us  as  we  pray, 
And  beneath  Thy  sheltering  pinion 

Keep  Thy  little  flock  to-day. 

Blessings,  Father,  on  our  Pastor, 

We,  his  people,  ask  from  Thee  ; 
Ever  like  his  heavenly  Master, 

Earnest,  constant,  may  he  be. 
May  he  never,  never  linger, 

Never  tire  upon  the  road  ; 
Ever  with  unerring  finger 

Guide  us  to  Thy  blest  abode. 

May  he  cheer  the  weary  hearted, 

Aid  the  weak,  the  faltering  stay  ; 
Lead  back  those  who  have  departed. 

Into  wisdom's  narrow  M'ay, 
To  the  flowers  of  virtue  growing 

In  the  path  the  Saviour  trod  : 
To  the  living  "\\aters  flowing 

Ever  by  the  throne  of  God. 

Bless  thy  children — let  Thy  Spirit 

Breathe  upon  us  full  and  free  ; 
May  we  evermore  inherit 

Life,  and  joy,  and  peace  from  thee. 
Willingly  upon  thine  altar 

All  our  hearts,  our  hopes,  we  lay. 
May  our  footsteps  never  falter. 

Walking  in  the  heavenly  way. 
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By  Deacon  S.  Dean,    of  Stoneham. 

Great  God,  once  more  before  we  part 

Thy  blessing  we  implore  ; 
With  love  divine  fill  every  heart, 

While  we  thy  name  adore. 

In  all  the  services  this  day, 
May  Christians  here  rejoice  ; 

For  aid  divine  in  future  pray, 
With  cheerful  heart  and  voice. 

Upon  their  Pastor,  gracious  Lord, 

Thy  Spirit's  influence  pour, 
To  seal  the  preaching  of  Thy  Word 

With  quickening,  saving  power. 

On  every  mind  the  truth  impress 

That  time  will  soon  be  o'er. 
And  all  the  present  means  of  grace 

Be  ours  to  enjoy  no  more. 

Grant  Lord,  we  pray,  that  all  may  know 

The  joy  of  sins  forgiven. 
And  if  we  meet  no  more  below, 

Oh,  may  we  meet  in  heaven  ! 


ARTICLES  OE  BELIEE, 

AS  ]{EA1)  BY  THE  PASTOll   ELECT   13EE0RE  THE 
COUXCTL  THAT  OKDAINED  HIM. 


1.  I  believe  in  one  only  living  and  true  God,  who  is  possessed 
of  all  conceivable  perfections.^ 

2.  I  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Xew  Testaments 
are  divinely  inspired. 

3.  I  believe  that  in  the  unity  of  the  God-head  there  is  a  myste- 
rious Trinity,  Eather,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 

4.  I  believe  that  Christ  after  the  incarnation,  had  two  natures  ; 
that  he  was  really  man  and  truly  God. 

0.  I  believe  that  the  Lord  hath  made  all  things  for  himself;  that 
his  Providence  is  particular  as  well  as  general  ;  and  that  he  will 
so  overrule  all  things  as  to  produce  the  greatest  ultimate  good. 

6.  I  believe  in  the  free  moral  agency  of  man  ;  that  his  ability  is 
commensurate  with  obligation,  he  being  endowed  with  liberty  of 
choice,  and  hence  I  believe  in  his  responsibility  and  accountability. 

7.  I  believe  that  our  first  parents  were  created  sinless,  but  that 
in  consequence  of  apostacy  from  God  they  and  their  descendents 
were  involved  in  total  depravity. 

8.  I  believe  that  w'ithout  the  renovation  of  his  moral  nature  not 
one  of  the  posterity  of  Adam  can  ever  be  admitted  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

9.  I  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  personal  devil  who  is  con- 
tinually plotting  the  destruction  of  man. 

10.  I  believe  in  an  order  of  holy  angels  who  are  "ministering 
spirits,  6cc.'' 
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11.  I  believe  that  .Jesus  Christ  has  made  all  needful  provisions 
for  the  redemption  of  our  race,  and  that  he  will  becom.e  an  ever- 
lasting Savior  to  those  who  put  their  trust  in  him. 

12.  I  believe  that  notwithstanding  the  universality  of  the  atone- 
ment and  the  freeness  of  the  gospel  offer,  such  is  the  natural 
enmity  of  the  human  heart  to  holiness  none  will  ever  accept  the 
great  salvation  until  drav.-n  by  the  special  influences  of  God's  spirit. 

13.  I  believe  that  conversion,  repentance,  faith  and  good  works 
are  essential  pre-requisites  to  salvation. 

14.  I  believe  that  all  who  rely  on  the  merits  of  Jesus,  through 
whom  we  have  redemption  in  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of 
sin,  were  chosen  in  him  before  the  world's  foundation,  and  are 
saved,  not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  they  have  done,  but 
by  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth  ;  in  other 
words,  through  the  sovereign  grace  of  God,  the  washing  of  regen- 
eration and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

15.  I  believe  that  those  and  those  only  who  endure  to  the  end 
will  be  saved. 

16.  I  believe  that  none  who  are  truly  born  again  will  ever  be 
lost,  but  be  preserved  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  through  faith 
nnto  salvation. 

17.  I  believe  that  the  chief  evidence  of  piety  is  love  to  all 
Christians  irrespective  of  denominational  predjudices. 

18.  I  believe  that  the  religion  of  the  gospel  is  adapted  to  re- 
move all  the  evils  of  the  times,  and  that  all  who  profess  this 
religion 'should  be  engaged  in  every  wholesome  reform. 

19.  I  believe  that  various  means  of  grace  have  been  appointed 
for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  men  ;  such  as  attendance  upon  the  wor- 
ship of  the  sanctuary,  reading  the  Bible,  self  examination,  prayer 
and  praise. 

20.  I  believe  in  the  Sabbath  as  being  an  institution  ordained  of 
Heaven,  and  to  be  perpetually  observed. 

21.  I  believe" that  our  Saviour  has  a  church  on  earth,  and  that 
none  but  apparently  genuine  believers  should  be  admitted  into  it. 

22.  I  believe  that  the  Congregational  principles  of  government 
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are  more  nearly  in  accordance  with  apostolic  usage  than  any  other, 
and  by  far  the  best  adapted  to  the  promotion  of  Christianity  in  this 
age  and  nation. 

23.  I  believe  that  God  has  appointed  Baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  to  be  observed  till  the  end  of  time  ;  that  the  former  is  to 
be  administered  to  believers  and  their  children,  and  the  latter  to 
church  members  in  regular  standing. 

24.  I  believe  that  Christ  has  instituted  a  Discipline  to  be  ob- 
served in  his  church,  which  should  be  strictly  maintained  according 
to  his  direction. 

25.  I  believe  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  has  appointed 
an  order  of  men  to  preach  his  gospel  and  administer  its  ordinances 
to  proper  subjects. 

26.  I  believe  in  a  Millennial  state  yet  to  come,  when  all  the  in- 
habitants of  earth  will  be  converted  to  God. 

27.  I  believe  in  the  second  advent  of  Christ  at  the  end  of  the 
world. 

28.  I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  immortali- 
ty of  the  soul. 

29.  I  believe  in  a  day  of  judgment  ;  and  that  while  the  wicked 
will  be  doomed  to  endless  woe,  the  righteous  will  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  eternal  bliss. 

30.  I  believe  that  all  should  be  recognized  and  loved  as  Christ- 
ians who  furnish  proofs  of  piety,  even  though  they  may  not  embrace 
all  the  views  contained  in  this  imperfect  creed. 


